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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres 4,294 

Rateable  Value  £75,678 

General  Rate  for  1942  12s. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  £304 

Total  Debt  for  all  purposes £118,097  3s.  8d. 

Debt  for  Housing  only £81,127  4s.  5d. 

Population  for  the  year  1931  13,023 

Estimated  Population  for  the  year  1942  14,640 

Number  of  Houses  on  the  Rate  Book  3,934 

(No  New  Houses  erected  during  1942.) 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered:  Boys  127,  Girls  112  239 


Number  of  Illegitimate  Births:  Boys  4,  Girls  1 ...  5 

Still  Births:  Males  5,  Girls  5 10 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year:  Boys  7 Girls  1 ...  8 

Total  Number  of  Deaths:  Males  76  Females  74 150 

Death-rate  for  1,000  of  Population  10.25 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  33.47 


(Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  49.00.) 


Riversdale, 

Belper, 

June,  1943. 

To  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the  Belper 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  22nd  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district, 
foT  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 

War-time  conditions  have  again  made  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  Repvo.rt  short,  but  I have  endeavoured  to  include  all 
vital  information. 

During  the  year  progress  continued  in  the  immunisation 
of  children  against  Diphtheria,  and  on  the  31st  December  last, 
1417  children  had  received  the  full  treatment  and  a further  259 
evacuees  had  also  been  immunised. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  12 
months,  compared  with  hve  for  each  of  the  two  previous  years, 
whilst  in  1939  there  were  42  cases.  None  of  the  cases  men- 
tioned had  been  immunised. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  show  a re- 
duction of  82  on  the  previous  year  An  epidemic  of  Measles  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  accounted  for  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
total,  but  yet  shbwing  a reduction  of  67  on  the  year  previous. 
The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (80)  is  the  highest  for  a 
great  number  of  years  ; fortunately  the  majority  were  mild  in 
character.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  and  whooping  cough. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  figures  for  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  increases,  the  figures  being  13 
and  six  respectively,  compared  with  nine  and  one  for  1941. 

Further  comparisons  can  be  made  on  the  table  which 
gives  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  County  Offices, 
Derby,  is  open  on  Friday  of  eacli  week  for  the  treatment  of 
patients,  who  are  also  visited  at  their  homes  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

Free  private  treatment  can  be  obtained  at  the  Derby 
Infirmary  for  persons  suffering  from  Yeneral  Disease. 
Patients  should,  however,  obtain  a letter  from  their  private 
doctor  before  presenting  themselves.  All  local  doctors  will  give 
advice  as  to  times  and  places  of  treatment. 

The  County  Council  School  Clinic  at  Field  Lane  is 
visited  each  week,  and  treatment  given  by  Dental  and  Ophthal- 
mic Surgeons. 
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Together  with  your  Sanitary  Insp>ector,  I have  visited 
many  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  and  have  been  satisfied 
with  their  general  condition. 

Many  housing  defects  and  nuisances  have  been  dealt 
with  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  housing  condition  of 
the  district,  whilst  not  entirely  satisfactory,  is  quite  good  in 
comparison  with  many  towns. 

The  Council’s  Services  have  been  maintained  at  quite  a 
high  standard,  and  the  public  would  appear  to  have  been  well 
served. 


On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  certain  figures  and 
comparisons,  and  I lake  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Members 
of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  (Mr.  J.  Percy  R.  Pym),  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  F.  Costello)  for  their  help  and  co- 
opieration  during  the  past  year. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  C.  ALLEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  various 
Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  past  six  years: — 

1937 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  11 


Non-Pulmonary  Ditto  6 

Scarlet  Fever  58 

Diphtheria  5 

Erysipelas  2 

Pneumonia  10 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Paratyphoid  Fever  — 

Cerebpo-Spinal  Fever...  — 

Tubercular  Meningitis  — 

Measles  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Total  92 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

6 

7 

9 

9 

13 

5 

10 

2 

1 

6 

44 

40 

67 

53 

80 

14 

42 

5 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

6 

6 

6 

6 

8 

11 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 
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— 

— 
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6 

1 

31 

3 

— 

■ 



264 

197 

— 

14 

3 

40 

4 

81 

126 

138 

393 

311 

During  the  year  150  persons  died — TO  males  and  74 
females — a decrease  of  sixteen  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  death-rate  was  10.25,  compared  with  11.16  in  1941, 
and  11.95  in  1940.  (Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11.6.) 
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The  following'  tables  give  the  causes  of  deaths  registered 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever  1 — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 5 

Other  Tuberculosis  1 1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  1 I 

Cancer  11  9 

Diabetes  3 2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 3 3 

Heart  Disease  14  23 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  4 1 

Bronchitis  3 6 

Pneumonia  Q 1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  6 — 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  1 — 

Appendicitis  — 1 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  — 2 

Nephritis  3 1 

Premature  Birth  1 1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  — 3 

Congenital  Debility,  etc 4 — 

Suicide  — 1 

Road  Traffic  Accident  1 — 

Other  Violent  Causes  4 2 

All  Other  Causes  13  11 


Total  76  74 


Births  registered  during  the  year  total  239,  of  which 
number  127  were  males  and  112  females.  The  total  represents 
an  increase  of  47  over  the  previous  year,  and  49  over  1940.  The 
birth-rate  was  16.33,  as  against  12.7  in  1941,  and  12.85  in  1940. 
There  were  ten  still  births,  an  increase  of  three’.  (Birth-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  15.8.) 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AT  VARYING  AGES  DURING  1942. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  third  annual  report,  which  is  for  the  year  ending  f3 1st  Decem- 
ber, 1942. 

Each  year  since  my  appointment  has  increased  the  diffi- 
culty of  maintaining  the  cleansing  services  at  full  efficiency,  and 
of  getting  essential  repairs  to  property  carried  out.  However, 
we  can  be  thankful  that  services  have  not  unduly  been  upset, 
and  from  the  under-mentioned  report  it  will  be  seen  that  it  has 
been  ppssible  to  have  a considerable  number  of  repairs  effected. 

Notices  complied  with: — 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  into  water  closets  5 

Conversion  of  tippler  closets  into  water  closets  3 

New  sanitary  accommodation  to  public  houses  1 

New  W.C.  basins  to  replace  broken  ones  5 

New  W.C.  cisterns  to  replace  broken  ones  2 

Other  repairs  to  closets  9 

Defective  or  choked  drains  made  good  13 

Premises  connected  to  public  sewer  6 

New  firegrate  fixed  4 

Repairs  to  firegrates  (e.g.,  ovens,  side-boilers)  8 

Repairs  to  roof  spouting  and  down  pipes  4 

Roofs  repaired  23 

Defective  plasterwork  made  good  7 

Handrails  provided  to  stairs  5 

Ne(w  windows  5 

Repairs  to  windows,  including  sash  cords  4 

New  doors  fixed  - 4 

Repairs  to  doors  3 

Provision  of  washing  accommodation  1 

Repairs  to  stairs  and  bedroom  floors  6 

Provision  of  foodstores  2 

Pointing  of  outside  walls  to  abate  dampness  4 

Water  in  cellars  

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  cleansed  and  fumigated 

Removal  of  noxious  accumulations  

Abatement  of  overcrowding  

Nuisance  from  pig-keeping  1 

Dustbins  to  replace  ashpits  7 

Renewal  of  dustbins  345 

Payment  of  excess  rent  refunded  4 
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Inspections  and  re-visits  with  regard  to  above  work,  to- 
gether with  inspections  of  farms,  cowsheds,  food  premises,  etc., 
amount  to  1,105. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  tlie  end  of  1942  there  were:  3263  water  closets ; 

342  pail  closets  ; 

142  privy  middens. 

Five  pails  and  three  tippler  closets  have  been  converted 
to  tlie  water-carriage  system.  New  sanitary  accommodation, 
consisting  of  urinal  and  two  water  closets  was  also  provided  to 
a publichouse. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily,  almost  a weekly 
collection  prevailed  throughout  the  year  over  the  whole  area. 

Durmg  the  year  the  wagon  removed  to  the  Destructor  320 
loads,  Tip  899  loads.  During  the  year  the  team  removed  to  the 
Destructor  879  loads.  Tip  93  loads. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Rat  Officer  attached  to  the 
County  War  Agricultural  Committee  expressed  complete  satis- 
faction with  conditions  at  the  tip  and  destructor  on  the  occasion 
of  each  of  his  visits. 

The  Council’s  policy  in  purchasing  dustbins  for  re-sale 
was  fully  justified,  and  more  than  two  gross  were  sold,  which  is 
of  great  assistance  to  the  refuse  collectors.  It  would  appiear  that 
many  landlords  wait  for  an  intimation  from  the  Council  before 
purchasing  bins,  and  during  the  year  I had  to  send  out  305 
letters  in  connection  with  same,  thus  occupying  a large  portion 
of  my  time.  Should  the  position  not  improve,  I will  consider 
asking  the  Council  to  adopt  Sub-section  2,  Section  75,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  which  gives  them  power  to  provide  and  main- 
tain dustbins  at  an  annual  charge  of  not  exceeding  2s.  6d.  per 
annum. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  14  samples  of  water  were  analysed 
from  private  supplies.  As  a result  of  these  analyses  the  “well” 
supply  to  a farmhouse  and  cottage  was  condemned,  and  the 
premises  connected  to  the  Council’s  supply.  In  another  instance 
although  the  water  was  pure,  lead  was  being  absorbed  from  the 
lead  service  and  pump  owing  to  the  acid  reaction  of  the  water. 
In  this  case  the  lead  service  and  pump  were  replaced  by  iron. 
A “well”  at  another  farm  was  not  regarded  as  being  within 
reasonable  distance,  and  the  work  of  connecting  to  the  mains 
was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ten  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  were 
analysed  and  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  All  public  supplies 
are  now  chlorinated. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption:  Bacon  and  ham,  418 
lbs.  ; butter,  19  lbs.  ; lard,  4 lbs.  ; cheese,  15  lbs.  ; corned  beef, 
137  lbs.  ; canned  pork,  1^14  lbs.  ; canned  ham,  57  lbs.  ; canned 
sausage  meat,  2G  lbs.  ; rice,  20’  lbs.  ; tomatoes,  72  lbs.  ; milk, 
454  tins  ; jam  and  marmalade,  17  tins  ; fruit,  69  tins  ; peas,  47 
tins;  beans,  63  tins;  tomatoes,  21  tins;  carrots,  5 tins;  soups, 
7 tins;  fish,  20  tins;  other  fish,  206  lbs. 

Food  premises  generally  “were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
One  bakehouse,  which  was  in  a dirty  condition,  was  thoroughly 
cleansed  after  the  service  of  a notice. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Ninety-eight  insf^ction  were  made,  and  as  a result  of 
notices  being  served,  six  cowsheds  were  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed.  New.  floors  were  laid  in  two  buildings,  and  two  addi- 
tional windows  were  fixed. 

Generally  the  premises  (considering  that  farmers,  like 
most  others,  are  working  under  difficulties),  were  quite  good. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Ninety-three  houses  were  fumigated  after  infectious 
disease,  and  the  usual  enquiries  made,  and  nine  other  houses 
were  fumigated  for  vermin  infestation. 

In  conclusion,  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  help 
afforded  me  during  the  year. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  COSTELLO, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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